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TN Nor 

11,e Cauſe, of the Love 
of Gov. 


| Deareſt Friend, 


Be Rom the apprehenſion of ſouze 
FTE tronble that is abroad; a- 


mongſt Chriſtians ; about 
that "which they call the Ge- 
ucrall point ; it conftraineth me to pre- 
pornd this queſtion fo Je ; Which 
queſtion Was propomnded to me, and 
7or the preſent » dark ts we. | 
The Oneftion is, Did Chrift in his Que | | 
comming, purcbaſe Life , and Salue- — | 
tion for All; or , onely for the Eleft? 
. TothatI «As/wer, Chriſt did not 4»/p, 
by his death p#rcbaſe Lifezand Salve 


H 2 $50 


Þrift, the Effect - Not the 
tsou for All; no, nor for the Ele&- 
For it was not the end of God, in the 
comming of Chriſt , ro purchaſe 
Loh, 3.14; Love, and Life ; but Chriſt himſelf 
1 -. was purchaſed by love, that he mighr 
11ch 4.'* make out love, and purchaſe us to 
'9 love; For Chriit came riot to recon- 
cile God to man, but man to God. 


2 Cor. Jo 


x» Burtogive you a further &FaſWer 
'* to your 9neftwr, according to the 
nature of your Pu-ffiom:; You are to 
conlider Life , and Salvation , under a4 
threefold conſideration. 
Firit, In Ordinarion for us. 
Secondly, 1n declaration to us. 
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Thirdly , In enjoyment, by revela- 
tion mus. ©. 
For the firſt . Ordination of Life, 


and Salvation for us , 1s the york of 
God as a Father. 
+ Secondly, The Declarations of Life 
_ tous, is the wotk of God as 4 Sonne 
-. or mn the Sonne. 
- Thirdly , The Revelation of this 
Life in us, which - was by Chrift : 
©. reſented ro us, is the york of the 


Pirie. © 
Ne 70 Firſt, 
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Cauſe of th? Loveof God.' CT; 
Firſt , of the firſt ; Ordination of 
Life for us , is the work of the Father, 
and was with God, when there was 
nothing but a God ; and was not cau- 
ſed by Chriſt : But from the ſame 
fountain from which one ſpringeth ; 
the other is produced : This Orctna- 
t5on of Life, and Salvation , had fiich 
a reference to Ele fon , that it was 
folded up in the limits of it : And 
when man tell, though there was - an 
alteration in the creature , yet there . 
was no alteration in God ; 'But the 
connſell , and purpoſe of God ſtood 
firm , and kus love urchaugeable : PCI 
and although the Zle& may be ſaid þ, S, ng 
to fall from loving God , yet they did FG ET 
not fall from the love of God ; but 
they ( with others ) by ſinne, fell in, 
and under finne, fo that they were ,__ | 
under the law of tinnc, and death; by RE: $.1 NY 
reaſon of which they could nor eye * - "I 
God, nor a& to God ; bur they be- 
' cane encfnies to him , though God 
was never an enemy to them , but 
onely in their apprehenſion. All this 
while the Ora#zerion of life by God, 
H 3 \W3s 


Mala 3.6. 


IF 6” Chip, the fel : Net the 


was as unchangeable as God. But ſo 
much of the firſt thing , the Ordina- 
850x of Life , and Salvation ; which is 

the work of God , as a Father. 
Secondly, weare to conſider Life, 
- and Salvation, in Declaration ; which 
is the work of Jeſus Chrilt ; who is, 
x Toh.1.2, and was conſidered The Word of God. 
A Ward, 1s the declaration of the 
miſtery of the minde : and ſo Chriſt, 
Rom.3.25 the Sonne of God; came from the 
_. 25. boſome of God, to declare , and make 
- hay »” cut what Life, and Love there was in 
''. God, before there: was a world : Bur 
this Chriſt could not do ( to ſpeak 
after the manner of men)but he muit, 
Gall. 4.4. and was made mnder the Law : 
and did ſuffer the juſtice and power 
of the Law ; which in Scriprure is 
Eſa.5 3» 1. Called the wrath of God, and ſo'is 
6. ſaid to bear our onues and iniquities ; - 
Gal. 3-13 251d this he did to remove the dark 
cloud that lay upon us ; and not onely 
ſo, bur to bring forth Life and Love 
to the view of the Sonnes of men : 
Rom.5413 That as before they were under death, 


"_ {onow they might be under the di{- 
+ - _ coveries 


Cauſe of the Love of God. 
coveries of Life : And they that have 
not power from it, to receive it, but 
do reject it ; ſhall 'be- condemned by 
It : Nay, # Fro i Conaermnition t [elf. 
But in that conſider theſe thin 
Firſt , though Chriſt doth Fold 
forth Love , and Life - yet he did 
not purchaſ, e it, but was purchaſed 
by 1t. 
, Secondly , We are not to hold 
forth this Life , and Love in reference 
Io Election, or Repr: bation, for thol 
. thinzs are not to bee preached : 
Or the Goſpell is not fo to be prea- 
ched, in preaching to the world. But 
the Golpell is to be held forth to 
men , without any reference to Re- M | 
probation , or Election; Ts All men; © at : * 
that {o they that have not powe: from is 
it, to believe init , ( as I ſaid before ) 
= x do oppoſt it ; they are condemned 
7 It. 
Bur for the better underſtanding of 
that, conſider theſe things. 
Firſt, That men are not condemned 
for not exercilinz of a power of Lite, 
M receiving of C hrilt ; but for a dif- 
H 4 poſttion 


Chriſt, the Effect : Not the 


poſition, of rejecting Chriſt , vhich 
diſpoſition,or {tare 15 not only a cauſe, 
loh, 3.25. DO Condemnation 1t {clf ; Therefore 
the Scripture doth not onely ſay , 
T at they wiich b-li:ve not foall be 
oudemnea 5; Bu: they are conarmned 
aircad;, 
Secondly, cbnfider Chriſt as a Way 
Reve!.... ff Life 3, and fo be1s tobe held our 
17,not onely to Some, but'tro All; and 
there is nothing im him, which is 2 
ground ro keep any nan from kim. 
Thirdly, Thou;zn the act of Chriſts 
comminy to deciare Life , was not 
onely to Soine , Gut to All, that All 
may bu under Lite : Yet the end of 
God in this af :; which was the 
Purchaſins of ;pirits into Life, and 
into Loye : This was, and is to Some, 
17 Iſa. 8, 44 and not to All. F Or CErit was Ordai-, 
| Luk.:o3.4 04,38 wellfor rhe tall , as the rife of 
many Bur tharis the citect of the Go- 
ſpe!l, and not the effentiall partof the 
Go: l,yiiich is tobe preached to tlie 
world. And fo much for Lite,and Sal- 
vation 11 Declaration , which is the 
Proper work of the Sonne. 
- Thirdly , you are to _confder Life, 
and 


Cauſe of the Leve of 0d. 


and Salvation in Poſſeſſion, and In- 
joy ment, whiCh 15 produced by Re- 
velation of that in us, waich was by 
Chriſt 4x ary to us : And this is 
the work of the Spirit. And though - 
i be through the diicoveries of Life 
by the 'Sonme, yer it hath a dire& 
dependance u upon the Ordination of 
Lite by the Father ; and hath ſuch a 
reference to Ele&ion , that as the 0- 
ther, ſo this 1s conftdered ywirhin the 
limits of Ele&tion it eif; and this is a 
priviledge not to All, bur to Some. 

Now ( in the fir!t place ) if men 
preach Life , in the Ordination of 
Life, chey muſt needs preach Elc- 
Rion , and Reprobarion . which: is 
not chat Dodrine that CHRIST 
{ent out 1s Titciples to preach ro the 
world. 

Bur (in the ſecond place) 'Yne 
Diſciples , and fo all the Miniſters of 
Chrit,are to PreaCn the: ofpe! which 
is Life thro! ago the death of Chrii tit t:and 
his is a Do*rin to be preachea 0 the 
workl, and concerns : 59 as well as 
A, and All as well 3s Some; and it 15 
: tO Ta 
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10 "© Chrift, theEffe&#: Notthe 


Joh. 7.27. to be preached without any condi- 
| tion, or limitation : It is ſo farre from ! 
being preacaed upon condition , that \ 
itis not onely matter to preſent glo- | 
rious Objects to Faith , but it is to be 
preached to beger Fairch : And {o men 
are to preach Life, as Life is held out 
©o us ; and not as it is in the Ocdina- 
tion of God for us. | 
Bur ( in the third place ) it mey; 
preach Life , and Salvation as Revea- 
led in us, and injoyed by ws ; they can- 
not preach it as the portion of the 
world ; But as the priviledge of the 
Saints : For though it be the worlds 
portion, being under Life, to have 
Life preſented co them ; yet it is alone 
| the portion of the Saints, to be in 
Gal. r.x6, Life, and to have Life Revealed is - 
| Gal.2. 2c, them. | 
\ : And ſo 1 have , according to my 
Iizht, given you an eAz/wer to your 
Dnu-ftion ; Wherein you may ſee, 
that alchough Chriſt doth bring forth 
Love, and Life, to be preſented ro 41!; 
yet he did not purchaſe Lite for all,nor 
for ſome. 


Put 


” Cauſeof the Love of God. 
But (dear Friend ) to ſumme up all 
in one word : My deſire is , That you, 
and I, may ſo eye this Trarh in God, 
that we may ſee this Trxth, and Sal- 
vation to be one with God , nay very 
God; and ſo you will ſee the Oraimna> iIoh.g.20 
tien of Life, and the Way of Life, and Ioh. r 4.6 
Life st ſclf tobe one, in him that is 
one. 
* ButlI ſayno more of this , nor mm 
eAnſWer to your Qucitdon, 


Dear Friend , Ay defire 55, for the Aerie. 
better wnderſtanding of your Anſwer 
ro thi; Ogeftion , that yow wonld be 
pleaſed ro give me an Anſwer to theſe 
tWe things: FirSt, What your mcan- 
i»g ws by Cbrift ? Or, What Chriff 
*? eAnd ſecondly, Anſwer ſome 
places of Scriptare, that ſeem to 
£7 6fſe what you have ſaid. 


. , 
** 
C C 
SAL 4 .. 
we . 
X - 
- 
. 
FT # 
- 
Oo 


Firſt, What your meaning & by 
Chrif 2 or, what Chriſt & Y 
I Anſwer, The word Chriſt figni- &u/w. / 
fieth e-Lexointed ; Now if you conli- Ys 


der Chriſt, as a Chriſt, you muſt /" 
dg 


WJ 1z ' Chrift,theEffe#: Notthe 
j conſider what the Chriſt-hood of 
Chriſt is : For Chriſt , is noc Chriſt 
as He is a man barely , nor as He is 
God meerly : But the Chriſt-nood of 
Chriſt, lyeth in the conjunAtion of 
the Humanity and Divinity ; therein 
lyeth the Chriſt-hood of Chriſt : And 
that.is that F uttHos, 2 Anointing, and 
Sprrss , which was typified by the 
Oyntment whych was powred on 
tne head of eAarox, which did run 
down to the skirts of his Garment : 
This ' Union or Chriſt-hood of 
Chriit , is the ſtreamings forth of 
that glory , which is eflentially in. 
GOD : And fo the Deitie is-the 
Fountain , or the Well-hcad , and fo 
God is ſaid to be the head of Chriſt : 
And this Un&tion , or Chriſt-hood 
of Chriſt , is the {treamings forth, or 
| the out-goings of the Authoritie of | 
the Deitie, and was the way of it 
ſelfe , to afſume fleſh to ir ſelfe, 
as a way to make out the miſtery 
of its owne glory : And fo that 
which was before time comprehen- 
dedinit, is put forth in time as the 
Lizhrt 
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auſe of t he Love of Gad. 3 

Light , and Life apprehending of it : , 
And ſo the Saints are4aid ro Xeceiwe | 
as Vuttion from tic Holy One ; r Tok, 2. 
Which Und&tion is one with the My 
Chri{t-hood of Chriſt, Buc I ſhall 
{iy no more to that , but onely this : 
Thar ar che returaes , of the out-go- 
ings of the Authority , and glory of 
the Deitic , then God thall become 
all, in all; and all that is. one with 
him, ſhall for ever live with him , and 
njoy him. 


In the next place , F define you Queric) | 


would anſwer ſome places of iſcrip. 
tare : which ſceme to crofie what 
yon have ſaid : The firfs [cripture 
is Act. 20. The latter part of the 
a8, verſe. Feed the Church of 


God which he hath purchaſed with 
his own blood 


I Anſwer , This doth no way 
crofle what I have {aid , For though 
he faith, Gol purchaſed his Charcb, 


yo 


_ Chrifs. the Effec;: A 


yet he doth nor tay , The love of God 
was purcheſ:d ro bs Church: It is 
true, They are parchaſed from ſinne; 
to God & from death, ro Life : Ina 
word , They . are pwrchaſed from a 
ſtate of darknefle , to a ſtate of light : 
But Love, and Life, conſidered in 
God, was not parchaſed by Chrilt, 

- but was alone that which did par- 
Chaſe Chrilt. 


Secondly, There is another Scria 
 plarcin Ephel. 1.14. YYberethe 
Apoſtle ſpeaketh of the Redewp- 
tion of the purchoſed puſſeſsion. 
That which 1 will propoupd to you 
from thence, aretheſetnethings ; 
Firf, what the poſſeſsionis 2 Se- 


coxdly , why it is called a Parcha- 
. ſed Poſſeſ5ion 2 


To beth theſe I Anſwer, Firſt, bas 
the Poſſeſſion ite 

Fapprehend it to be the Lord Jeſus 
Cinitt, +. - 
And 


-———  ———— ei urns þ pb yg, 
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And for the ſecond , ; ow he wory Ones. Ss 3' 
be ſaid to be a prerchaſed poſſ-ſſion? | 
Ady Anſwer is, He 1s ſaid to be fo, 4fw.- 
in that he was by the love of God, | 
exrchsſed and produced : So that he 
1s not a purchaſed poſſeſſion, wm that he 
did pzrchaſe God ; But in that he was 
 *pwrchaſed by God, to be the way of 
. © God, to reſtore, and recover thoſe 
from death , to life , who by the firſt 
Adam wereinvolved in death: 

- But I ſhallgive you a ſecond As- An/w. 2. 
ſw-r to this Ducft con. Firft, What : 
the Poſſeſſion ws? | 

By Pofſ- ior , We may underitand 
it to be a ſtate of Life, and Light, that 
all the Saints who are taken out of 
darkneſle,, are ſtated in, and poſlcfled 
with ; and under ſoine conftderations, 
Chriſt may be ſaid ro purchaſe ir : 
conſidering it as clouded by finne, and 
by the Law, that it could not be ap- 
prehended, nor injoyed by us , till - 
{uch a ranſome was paid for {tne , to 
the Law , which the Iavw required : 
And Jeſus Chrilt as purchaſed by 
God the Fathers love , to: ſixisfie a * 

Law, 


Law : thar he might make 'out Love, 
and by making out of Love , mighe 
purcaaſe all Saints into Love ; and 
Lite. And according to this expoli- 
tion, we may underitand that SCrip- 

| ture, Heb. 09. 12. 
_*- But malltiis conſider, That Chriſt 
did nor pay a ran{ome to Love, and to 
purchaſed it : But he being purchaſed 
by Love, was made avle in the 
ſtrength of that love , to pay. a rat- 
foine toa Law. And 1o this doth no 
way crofſe , What before I fad, im 
theſe words, T hat Chriſt aid not puye 
chaſe Love, and Liſe ; But Was pur- 
chaſed by Foun 10 mAze our Love z 

which & our Life. 
But to cloſe up all in one word, Let 
me tell you this: That the Lord Chrift bt; 
Or, God manifeſted in the fl-ſh, 15 a 
| * great miſterie - and no ſou! can truly 
] =&. x. 2pprehend him;rill he is poſſeſied with 
© += 27 him: For we can never truly appre- 
hr ks 20 hend Chriſt without , till Divinitic 
#- 3835-20 and Chriit be preached within : Bur 
I ſhall ſay no more in Aniyyer to that 
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Canſe of the Love of Gl, 


The third ſcripture is Eph: ſ.1, Qecric: 
4. (with many other places ſutable 
toit) Where we are ſaid to be Eu 
lefed. or Choſen before the fonn- 
/ dation of the world in Chriſt- 
P hich ſeemeth to croſſe what for- 
merly you have ſaid in the firſt 
thing you ſpake of , about the Or- 
dizatiow of life , which you ſaid 
was the work of the Fatber. and 
net Cauſed by Chriſt. And yet we 
are in this ſcripture (and others) 
ſaid to be Ehoſen , or Elected in 
Chriſt, 


To that TIanſwer, It you conſider Aw. 8; 
Chrilt one with God, ſo as to bee ve- ' 
ry God; So he was the fountaine, and 
Cauſe of all good; But if you conſider 
Chri:t God man; or God manifeſted 
ih the fleſh, So the as that Howed 
from the Deitie, in the Humanirie, 
thoſe ats yas not the cauſe of w_ 

I Ut 


IO Chriſt, the Effect : Not the 
bur the way to make ont love, {ous ts 
_ purchate thoſe that Lefore were E-- 
lected to love. 

Bur to 2:ve you amore full An- 
{yvci Oo it, We may be tatd ro be E- 
lifted 18 Ci iff 13 OPT ri\, and truly 

Efa, 4213+ Tus : In that he was the cnly FleB ef 
God, and that patlihe perſen Eleftes: 
And properly s and truly we may {ay 

20ne 1s Ele&ted bur him, and all thar 
re Fiettd, are Elected in the Eleci - 
on of him: And tkerefore this doth 
nothing crofte whac I have faid: For 
when I laid , that Chriit did wt 
Cauſe the z TIM of God, my mcention 
Was, that the coming of {Chrilt, 2nd 
aQs by him, dore in the Pelh, was 
320 Cauſe of the love of God, but was 
Cauſed Ly the love of God, as the 
 Onely way to-make out it {clfe. 

Now Leare Friend, Though Gold 

may be {aid rolove us in Crit, con- 
t:dering Chriſt in the cxcellency of 
bim{Glte, Yet if you coni:de + Chriſt; 
in the a&s done in the Feſh; Cod did 
not love us for tho. Tees _ his love 


was held our in theſe acts; For the 
| {3170 
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th Cda:fcofthe Loveof God. 


II), 

Rh fame love that produceth Life in me 
a mi by Chriſt, and 1aid up life in kimlelfe 
-.- for me before time: and in time was 
It fol hy made out by the coming. of © hriſt, 
Wd wleg. i the {ame Love was the Cauſe of 
Lamp. Chriſts coming , and the Lift. of all 
W Fl8j ! Chrilts actings. But I fay no more, 
bn Elelue: b::t the Lord ielp ns rightly to un- 
emy by —« <critand truth in 13 Selle, 

mldlts 


Jobn, 3. 16. 

God "0 lowed the world , that he 
gave his only begotten Soanne : that 
whoſo:wer believath in him, ſhould 
not p:riſh , but have everlaſting 
life. 

Rom 5.8. 

God commendeth his love to- 

wards ts, in that while we were 


et ſinners, Chriſt dyed for ts, 


I 2 1 Joh. 


C rift, e Effect : FC. 


1 Jon 4. 9. 10. 

Inthis n4s manifeſted the love 
of God towzrds us, becauſe that 
God ſent bis :nly begottiar Son, tn- 
tothe world that we might live 
throveh hips. 


Herein is love, mot th:t we 
loved God, but that he loved us, 
and ſent his Son to bee the propiti- 
ation for our ſins. = 
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